
The Big Story Of The Bible #29 
The Wisdom Of Christmas Is Hope 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews?” Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT) 
King Nebuchadnezzar—made [Daniel] chief over all the magicians, enchanters, 

astrologers, and fortune-tellers of Babylon. Daniel 5:11 (NLT) 
After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the Anointed One will be killed, 

appearing to have accomplished nothing, and a ruler will arise whose armies will 
destroy the city and the Temple. Daniel 9:26 (NLT) 

The Magi Teach Me To… 
1.  … ______________________  The Truth.  
* After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his 

star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT) 
* When you call on me, when you come and pray to me, I’ll listen. When you come 

looking for me, you’ll find me. Yes, when you get serious about finding me and want it 
more than anything else, I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.  

Jeremiah 29:12-14 (NCV) 

2.   Follow God’s  _____________________.  
  

* King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in 
Jerusalem. He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law 
and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?” “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 

they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of 
Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you 

who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” Matthew 2:3-6 (NLT) 



* Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from 
them the time when the star first appeared. Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem 

and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so 
that I can go and worship him, too!” Matthew 2:7-8 (NLT) 

* After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in 
the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 
Matthew 2:9-10 (NLT) 

* God’s intent is that through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known.  Ephesians 3:10 (NIV) 

3.  Be  ______________________________.  
  

* Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be transformed into a new 
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 

you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. Romans 12:2 (NLT) 

* They entered the house where the child and his mother, Mary, were, and they fell 
down before him and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and 

gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Matthew 2:11 (NLT) 

* When it was time to leave, they went home another way. Matthew 2:12 (NLT) 

Riverside Info Texting System 
At Riverside we aren’t terribly organized- in fact we’re sort of the poster church for “disorganized religion”. So 
we use a “text for information” system where how much info you get is controlled by you. You will never have 
someone from the church call you without asking for a call. If you can’t find the info you need or have more 
questions or need some help reach out to one of the pastors directly- if we don’t answer your call try texting 
or emailing us and we may get your message sooner. 

Ed - 907.306.2823, ednjude@gmail.com  

Aniela (kids/teens ministries) - 907.748.1556, anielawhah@gmail.com 

Nate (worship/teens ministry)- 907.360.4825 nrsandback@gmail.com 

For info on any of the following areas simply text the keyword to 907-312-2662. You’ll get a text in 
return with a link to the info you asked for. 

✴ Frequently Asked Questions About Riverside- keyword= FAQS 



✴ Communion Info- keyword= Communion 

✴ Digital Sermon Notes= Notes 

✴ Online Reflections- Reflections 

✴ New To Riverside? keyword= Guest 

✴ Want news and updates periodically? keyword= Loop 

✴ Want more info about following Jesus? keyword= Shine 

✴ Want info on baptism at Riverside? keyword= Baptism 

Youth Programs At Riverside: 
✴ Want info on 4-5 grade programs? keyword= Ignite 

✴ Want info on 6-8 grade programs? keyword= Rev 

✴ Want info on high school programs? keyword= Thrive


